Summer Endeavour in a Redemptorist Volunteer Experience

S.E.R.V.E. is an opportunity for young men & women (age 18-30) to
deepen their Christian Faith through fostering a sense of mission,
service, prayer and spirituality in a Christian community rooted in the
spirituality of St. Alphonsus Liguori and in the Redemptorist charism.
The program runs from Saturday July 18 – Saturday August 15,
2020 (4 weeks).
Normally, the S.E.R.V.E. program draws young people from across the
country to participate in the program in a central location, while
emphasizing a shared community experience. In 2020, as we begin to experience a recovery in our
country from the social isolation due to COVID-19, we see the need and opportunity to provide young
people with an opportunity to give to their community while balancing that experience with faith using
a virtual format. We will gather 30 young people for this experience.
Through common prayer, community and spiritual formation,
opportunities for service in social agencies in their own community,
discussion and social activities, participants will discover Christ in
themselves and learn how to bring Christ to others. The S.E.R.V.E.
program follows in the Roman Catholic and Ukrainian Byzantine
Catholic traditions.

Two Components of S.E.R.V.E. 2020
1. Service Experience: Participants will volunteer in a local charity, agency or program, selected in consultation
with the S.E.R.V.E. Team. The hours to participate at the selected program will be negotiated with the host agency or
program, but would ideally range from 20-25 hours per week.

2. Online Community and Formation: The participants will gather online for about 4 evenings per week for
Community and Formation, as well as 2 full days for orientation and 2 full days for the program conclusion. Free evenings
and free days are worked into the weekly schedule. The schedule of all online sessions will be made
available upon acceptance to the program. Participants are required to be available for all sessions.

Why S.E.R.V.E.?
Today’s young people love a challenge. With our recent
experience of COVID-19, young people are searching for
meaning and for an opportunity to give back. As many summer
employment opportunities are not available for young people this
year, this is a good time to encourage them to give back to the
community, and to be an opportunity for them to be challenged
and also to make a connection with their faith, especially in light
of our new lived experience together. We see S.E.R.V.E. as
providing an opportunity where young men and women can
explore their faith and their call to serve in the context of
Christian community, even if that community is a virtual one.

Bursary
The Redemptorists are providing a bursary of $500 for the participants upon the
completion of the program. We recognize that in addition to having time during
the summer and lack of available jobs, that young people will benefit from this
bursary to further their education and personal expenses.

Q: Can someone have a part-time job and still participate on S.E.R.V.E.?
It is possible to participate on S.E.R.V.E. and still have a summer job. You are asked to have your place of employment
allow you to have the flexibility for your volunteer schedule, as well as the availability to participate in all the required
sessions for the online component.

Application and Reference forms are available at www.ignite-canada.ca
and are due to the Ignite – S.E.R.V.E. Team no later than Friday June 12, 2020.
Application and Reference submissions can be made by email: ignite@redemptorists.ca,
or through the S.E.R.V.E. application portal at www.ignite-canada.ca
For more information about S.E.R.V.E. 2020, please contact:
Fr. Santo Arrigo C.Ss.R.

Liz Artymko

Coordinator of Ignite Canada
S.E.R.V.E. 2020 Team
ignite@redemptorists.ca

Coordinator of Young Adult Ministry, Ignite
S.E.R.V.E. 2020 Team
rymcssr@gmail.com
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